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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

PLAYERS SEEK TO END NFL 'TYRANNY' BY DECERTIFYING UNION 1 SAYS UD ATTORNEY

The National Football League Players Association played "the ultimate
trump card" Monday, Nov. 6 when it began the process of decertifying the
union, according to Larry Henze, an attorney and director of development at
the University of Dayton who has done extensive research in the area of
labor exemption to antitrust law and its application to the sports world.
The action, says Henze, is in response to the decision of a federal
district court judge who stated that the immunity of the NFL f rom antitrust
law expired when the collective bargaining process reached an impasse in
1987. "Decertification proceedings may seem to be the act of desperate
men, but it may be the only way to restore fundamental fairness to labor
management relations in the NFL," said Henze, a former associate of Ed
Garvey, executive director of the NFLPA from 1971 to 1983.
Henze thinks the big battles in the NFL over the next few months will
take place off the field. "The owners will seek a wage scale for rookies
and maybe even a NBA-like salary cap to control their spending habits,"
Henze said. "The players will seek free agency without compensation for
veterans with four or more years of service, and perhaps revive the
percentage-of-the-gross objective in exchange for a salary cap."
For media interviews, contact Larry Henze at (513) 229-2901.
EAST GERMANS CATCHING UP WITH EASTERN BLOC NEIGHBORS 1 SAYS UD EXPERT

Communist authorities in East Germany are feeling the effects of prodemocracy movements in Poland and Hungary, says Jaro Bilocerkowycz,
assistant professor of political science at the University of Dayton and an
expert on Eastern bloc countries. Those East Germans who haven't fled the
country are more and more likely to be demonstrating for free elections.
"The authorities in East Germany are way behind in reading their own
public and in leading their own public," said Bilocerkowycz. "They are
trying to catch up, but events are going faster than they can grapple with
them."
"The government is going to have to make significant changes if they
are to weaken the large exodus that is taking place," he said. "They are
going to have to convince the people that those changes are not minor or
temporary, but that they are committed to changing in a fundamental way."
Bilocerkowycz said a coalition government with pro-democracy groups is
a possibility in East Germany, "if the people make that a demand." Hopes
for the reunification of the two Germanys are "still premature. You can't
say it's impossible, but reunificatio~ would involve many other issues."
For media interviews, contact J aeo Bilocerkowycz at (513) 297-0687 or
229-2231.
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